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remained unavailable to the community, and hence there was
a dead loss. Slavery only illustrates on an obvious scale what
happens in some degree whenever an individual does not find
himself in his work. And he cannot completely find himself when
vocations are looked upon with contempt, and a conventional
ideal of a culture which is essentially the same for all is main-
tained. Plato (ante, p. 88) laid down the fundamental principle
of a philosophy of education when he asserted that it was the
business of education to discover what each person is good for,
and to train him to mastery of that mode of excellence, because
such development would also secure the fulfillment of social needs
in the most harmonious way. His error was not in qualitative
principle, but in his limited conception of the scope of vocations
socially needed; a limitation of vision which reacted to obscure
his perception of the infinite variety of capacities found in different
individuals.
2. An occupation is a continuous activity having a purpose.
Education through occupations consequently combines within
itself more of the factors conducive to learning than any o^her
method. It calls instincts and habits into play; it is a foe to passive
receptivity. It has an end in view; results are to be accomplished.
Hence it appeals to thought; it demands that an idea of an end
be steadily maintained, so that activity cannot be either routine
or capricious. Since the movement of activity must be progressive,
leading from one stage to another, observation and ingenuity are
required at each stage to overcome obstacles and to discover and
readapt means of execution. In short, an occupation, pursued
under conditions where the realization of the activity rather than
merely the external product is the aim, fulfills the requirements
which were laid down earlier in connection with the discussion of
aims, interest, and thinking. (See Chapters VIII, X, XIL)
A calling is also of necessity an organizing principle for in-
formation and ideas; for knowledge and intellectual growth. It
provides an axis which runs through an immense diversity of detail;
it causes different experiences, facts, items of information to fall
into order with one another. The lawyer, the physician, the labora-
tory investigator in some branch of chemistry, the parent, the
citizen interested in his own locality, has a constant working stimu-